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TG Deputy CM meets Shah, 
seeks `5,018 cr flood relief

Air India flight cancelled after 
bird hit at Vijayawada airport
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Vijayawada

AT least 100 passengers of  an Air 
India Express flight bound for 
Bengaluru had a miraculous 
escape after their flight was 
cancelled following a bird 
hit on Thursday.

The incident occurred in 
the morning when an eagle 
struck the nose of  the aircraft 
as it was moving on the runway 
for takeoff.

According to airport officials, the 
incident created brief  tension 

among passengers as the aircraft 
stopped on the tarmac and alerted 
ground staff  for inspection.

Following the incident, the air-
line cancelled the service and 

arranged alternate travel op-
tions for the affected pas-
sengers. The passengers 
heaved the sigh of  a relief.

An Air India Express 
spokesperson confirmed the 

incident, stating that the Vijaya-
wada-Bengaluru flight had experi-
enced a bird strike, leading to the 
cancellation. 

Says recent floods had caused immense losses to the agri and other sectors

M A N D A  R A V I N D E R  R E D D Y  @ Hyderabad

DEPUTY Chief  Minister Mallu 
Bhatti Vikramarka on Thursday 
urged Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah to declare the recent floods a 
national calamity, pointing out that 
the situation has affected not just 
Telangana but also neighbouring 
states. 

He requested a special flood relief  
grant for Telangana and sought the 
Union government’s Inter Ministe-
rial Central Team (IMCT) to assess 
damages. 

Stating that the recent floods had 
caused losses worth `5,018.72 crore 
in Telangana alone, Vikramarka, 
who was accompanied by Agricul-
ture Minister Thummala Nag-

eswara Rao, asked Amit Shah to 
visit the affected districts.

He urged the Union government 
to release a total of  `16,732.21 crore, 
which includes last year’s pending 
request and this year’s assessment. 

During the meeting, Vikramarka 
said 22 deaths had been reported so 
far during the 2025 monsoon, while 

enumeration of  losses to cattle, and 
houses was still under way. 

Referring to last year’s floods in 
Khammam, Vikramarka said the 
state had submitted detailed esti-
mates of  11,713.49 crore but did not 
receive any allocation, except `700 
crore under the State Disaster Re-
sponse Fund (SDRF). 

AP handloom heritage 
showcased at Tokyo 
Vijayawada: Under the vision and 
guidance of Chief Minister Nara 
Chandrababu Naidu, the Andhra 
Pradesh State Handloom Weavers 
Cooperative Society (APCO) is
showcasing the State’s weaving 
heritage at the Tokyo International 
Gift Show, Japan’s largest lifestyle and 
gift exhibition, being held at Tokyo Big 
Sight. APCO is presenting an exclusive 
range of women’s apparel, including 
tops, dresses, jackets, and swim gowns 
from Pulagurtha, Iskapalli, and 
Ponduru. Home textiles include 
cushions and curtains from Iskapalli 


